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The COVID-19 pandemic has left a lasting imprint on all of us, and 
the world after Covid-19 is unlikely to return to what or how it was. 
Having said that, I am pleased to see First City UC is gradually and 
steadily returning to normalcy during this endemic-transition phase.

Since June this year, we have removed our remote working and 
learning and instead had strict SOPs in place for the campus to be 
a safe place for students to return. While the SOPs have been loosend 
now, we still require everyone to put on their masks at all times. 

Looking back, we have accomplished much during this period of 
stabilisation. We have managed to settle in much better than we 
anticipated earlier.

Students can now continue with their academic pursuits with peace 
in their minds. We can now safely promote student activities again 
for students to have an enriching campus life. We can now organise 
events again, albeit on a smaller scale and with some precautions.

Over the past few months, students have had enriching experiences 
participating in many activities organised by the Student Council. These 
activities include the Prom Night, Cultural Showcase, Mid-Autumn 
Celebration, Badminton & Table Tennis tournaments and many more.

The faculties have also held many events. Some of these events were 
World Interiors Day, Innovation Day, International Design Day, and 
the graduation showcases, SEQUENCE 2022 and MOMENTUM 
2022. Besides events, we have organised MoU signing ceremonies, 
launch ceremonies (Future Tech Lab), staff training programmes and 
campus visits. We have also recently organised our Research Seminar 
and launched our Way Ahead Fashion Festival (WAFF 022).

VICE-CHANCELLOR
A CHAT WITH OUR

PROF. DR. SAW SOR HEOH
Vice-Chancellor, First City University College

Let us all continue 
giving our unwavering 
commitment to work 
hard during this 
exciting time for First 
City UC to continue 
standing tall as the 
institution of choice – 
Your First Choice.
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The Media Launch, held on 29 
Nov 2022 at the White Canvas 
Gallery of the Faculty of Design & 
Built Environment (FDBE), was well 
attended by event partners, 
sponsors and fashion enthusiasts.

Present at the launch were First 
City UC Vice-Chancellor Prof Dr 
Saw Sor Heoh, FDBE Acting Dean 
Assistant Prof Chua Huwi Huwi 
and her Deputy, Assoc. Prof. Dr 
Debbie Gan, and 3Particle 
Solution CEO Carl Loo and Virtual 
Production Director Nixon Thuah.

WAFF 2022 is a joint production 
by the fashion marketing and 
graphic design students of First 
City UC in collaboration with 
3Particle Solution, XR Stage 
Malaysia and the Experiential 
Design Team (EDT). With the 
tagline "Your Extended Reality (XR) 
Fashion Experience”, WAFF 2022 
sets to create excitement among 
fashionistas in the fashion circle. 

First City UC’s Faculty 
of Design & Built 
Environment (FDBE) 
hosted a media launch 
for its upcoming WAY 
AHEAD Fashion Festival 
2022 (WAFF 2022), 
which was scheduled 
to be held at the 
1Utama Shopping 
Centre from 16 – 18 
December 2022.

EVENTS

NOV 2022

FDBE LAUNCHES XR 
FASHION FESTIVAL 
- WAFF 2022

03



The fashion marketing students 
curated the fashion for WAFF 
2022, while Rip Curl, Ang Eng 
Nyonya Kebaya & Qipao 
Boutique, and Beely joined in as 
sponsors for the wardrobe and 
model out�ts. Other sponsors 
include Khal Salon, Abern & Nyler 
and Ann Ting Design & 
Construction.

The production work 
for WAFF 2022 started 
in Sept and, the 
students took more 
than three months to 
complete the project. 
The �nal virtual 
production work was 
carried out at XR Stage 
Malaysia (by 3Particle 
Solution), the �rst 
dedicated studio for XR 
space in the country. 

EVENTS

NOV 2022
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Present at the MoU Signing 
Ceremony were First City UC’s 
Vice-Chancellor Prof Dr Saw Sor 
Heoh, Faculty of Design & Built 
Environment (FDBE) Acting Dean 
Assistant Professor Chua Huwi 
Huwi, and 3Particle Solution CEO 
Carl Loo and Virtual Production 
Director Nixon Thuah.

With the partnership established, 
FDBE students can embrace and 
engage XR technology in their 
creative design and production 
works. The MoU also paves the 
way for internship opportunities 
for FDBE students at XR Stage 
Malaysia (3Particle Solution).

First City University College 
(First City UC) has established 
a partnership with 3Particle 
Solution, the country’s pioneer in XR 
(Extended Reality) virtual production.

The partnership was 
inked in a unique 
XR-environment MoU 
Signing Ceremony, held 
on 28 November 2022 
at XR Stage Malaysia 
(by 3Particle Solution). 
XR Stage Malaysia is 
reputed to be the �rst 
XR virtual production 
studio in Malaysia.

EVENTS

NOV 2022

FIRST CITY UC 
INKS MoU WITH 
3PARTICLE SOLUTION
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Research Seminar 2022 started as 
Research Day in 2017, and the 
research event has now come to the 
sixth in the series. Aimed at 
showcasing innovative research 
�ndings and encouraging research 
collaboration among First City UC’s 
faculty members, research students 
and research associates, the event 
was of�cially opened by First City 
UC’s Vice-Chancellor, Professor Dr. 
Saw Sor Heoh. 

Research Seminar 
2022, organised by 
First City UC’s Centre for 
Excellence in Research 
and Innovation (CERI), 
was successfully held 
at the Centre for 
Postgraduate Studies 
on 25 November 2022.

EVENTS

NOV 2022

CERI HOLDS 
RESEARCH SEMINAR 
2022 AT CENTRE FOR 
POSTGRADUATE 
STUDIES
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Prof Dr Saw remarked, “CERI has 
been playing a pivotal role in 
providing First City UC’s lecturers 
with a platform to actively engage 
in research. Through CERI-led 
activities, the research 
stakeholders of First City UC have 
produced over 60 publications, 
signaling a steep positive growth 
in this area”. 

“This year, in 2022, First City UC 
has inked three MOUs with the 
industry partners to collaborate 
on research activities in the areas 
of IoT, robotics, automation and 
business analytics,” she added. 

First City UC is committed to 
nurturing research and building 
research capability and capacity 
as research and innovation are 
the driving force in the 
transformation of First City UC 
into a full-�edged university.



Dickie, a registered 
interior designer, has 
an illustrious career in 
design that took him 
to places as far as 
Colombo, Sri Lanka 
where he was attached 
as Design Manager 
to the China Harbour 
Engineering Company. 
Prior to that he worked 
as Design Manager 
for Shangri-La Hotels 
and Resorts, also 
in Colombo.

HAPPENINGS

NOV 2022

A DESIGN JOURNEY TO 
SHARE – DICKIE ONG
We all know that sharing our 
journeys can be a powerful way 
to inspire others. That was exactly 
what Dickie Ong did when he 
shared his journey as a designer 
with students from the Faculty of 
Design & Built Environment during 
a talk held on 11 Nov 2022. 
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Dickie mesmerised his audience 
with his stories on how he started 
as a designer and the numerous 
challenges he faced before he 
could achieve what he set out to 
achieve. He was also a former 
part-time lecturer at First City 
University College.

It was an interactive and engaging 
session as students left the hall not 
only feeling inspired but also 
excited about the prospect of 
being a professional designer.



The faculty members 
and programme 
coordinators from the 
different faculties of 
First City University 
College (First City UC) 
attended an internal 
training on 
Outcome-Based 
Education (OBE) on 
4 November 2022.

HAPPENINGS

NOV 2022

The training, titled Outcome-Based 
Education Planning, Development, 
Implementation and Evaluation 
Cycle, was delivered by Assistant 
Prof. Ir Dr Tay Ching En Marcus.

OBE embraces a systematic 
approach to curriculum delivery 
that focuses on a set of intended 
goals to support the Malaysian 
Quali�cations Framework (MQF) 
�ve clusters of learning outcomes. 
It is based on student-centred 
learning philosophy whereby 
students’ learning outcomes 
are measured.
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FACULTY TEAM 
ATTENDS TRAINING 
ON OUTCOME-BASED 
EDUCATION (OBE)

Ir Dr Tay, currently attached 
to the Faculty of Engineering & 
Computing at First City UC as 
Assistant Professor and Programme 
Coordinator, is experienced in the 
implementation of Outcome-Based 
Education. He was leading and 
training the programme team at 
First City UC to implement 
OBE for the Bachelor in Electronic 
Engineering programme which 
has since received accreditation 
from the Engineering 
Accreditation Council (EAC).



Research Seminar 
2022, organised 
by the Centre for 
Excellence in Research 
and Innovation (CERI) 
of First City University 
College (First City UC), 
concluded on 25th Nov 
2022 with the Best 
Presentation Awards.

HAPPENINGS

NOV 2022

Our heartiest Congratulations to the winners of the Best Presentation Awards. 
Thank you for your engaging and inspiring research endeavours. 

RESEARCH SEMINAR 2022 - 
BEST PRESENTATION AWARDS
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Mr Ha�zuddin Haron
Faculty of Design & Built 

Environment

Local Wisdom De�ned a Space 
Meaning of Heritage Building: 
A Case Study of  Zhongshan 

Building in Malaysia

Assistant Professor 
Wong Choon Fah, Jackie
Faculty of Business, Hospitality 

& Communication

Factors In�uencing Purchase 
Intention on Private Label 

Brands (PLB) of FMCG 
Products in Malaysia

Mr Mohamad
Fauzi Rahim

Faculty of Engineering
& Computing

Data-Driven Parameter 
Identi�cation in Non-Linear 

Material Designs



26 students, accompanied by 
the faculty members of the Faculty 
of Design & Built Environment, 
visited the LIGHTCRAFT Showroom 
in Sungai Besi, Kuala Lumpur on 
8 Nov 2022.

LIGHTCRAFT is one of the leading 
lighting companies in Malaysia, 
specialising in contemporary and 
architectural light �ttings for private 
residences, corporate buildings, 
hotels, shopping malls etc.

The students were privileged to 
appreciate the luxury range of 
designer and contemporary 
lighting products used to illuminate 
the interior space across a broad 
spectrum of industries. The insights 
gained would certainly bene�t 
them as future designers.
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HAPPENINGS

NOV 2022

LIGHTING PRODUCTS 
FASCINATE BIAD STUDENTS

“There is no architecture 
without light” and “Light 
is a powerful element 
to generate emotions”. 
These two statements 
aptly describe the 
objectives of a study 
trip organised for the 
Year 2 students of the 
BA (Hons) in Interior 
Architecture and Design 
(BIAD) programme.



This was the message conveyed by 
Assoc Prof Dr Lewis Leong, Dean 
of Faculty of Business, Hospitality 
and Communication (FBHC) when 
he was interviewed by a reporter.

Dr Lewis Leong also added that 
our graduates could be made 
future-proof by ensuring they are 
in tune with emerging trends in 
the current business landscape. 
They also need to be equipped 
with diverse skill sets and not 
merely the traditional business 
skills or competencies.

HAPPENINGS

NOV 2022

“Graduates today need 
to be prepared for an 
increasingly disruptive 
employment market 
and also an increasingly 
complicated business 
landscape. The 
programmes they enrol 
in must be future-proof. 
Not only that, the 
graduates themselves 
need to be future-proof”. 

FBHC AIMS TO PRODUCE 
FUTURE-PROOF GRADUATES
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A meeting between FBHC and 
Allianz Life Insurance Malaysia 
Berhad was held on 15 Nov 
2022 to discuss and formalise 
the internship arrangement for 
FBHC students.

FBHC Dean Associate Professor 
Dr Lewis Leong led the discussion 
with the Executive Director of 
Allianz, Mr Kitson Fong, who was 
present at FBHC with his team.

With the internship opportunities 
available at Allianz, FBHC 
students also stand to bene�t from 
Allianz’s L.E.A.P. programme.  
Allianz L.E.A.P. is a student access 
ecosystem that provides access to 
Allianz’s ongoing learning 
programmes besides other useful 
content and bene�ts.
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HAPPENINGS

NOV 2022

INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR FBHC STUDENTS AT 
ALLIANZ

As internships are 
incredible learning 
opportunities, First 
City UC’s Faculty of 
Business, Hospitality & 
Communication (FBHC) 
forges collaboration 
with many partners 
for internship 
opportunities to be 
made available to its 
students.

Both parties also agreed to start 
working on the programmes to be 
lined up for FBHC students in 2023.  
This is in addition to commitment by 
Allianz to provide the necessary 
support for FBHC students to be 
internship-ready before they are 
accepted as interns.



Christmas excitement at First City 
UC had already begun as early as 
in November, and the excitement 
was expected to increase as the 
date 25th December drew nearer. 

Gan Zi Xuan, Soo Yee Jing, Rachel 
Elizabeth Mathews and Siao Yu En 
were all excited putting up a 
Christmas tree at the lobby area 
near the cafeteria.

According to the original tradition, 
one would have to wait until 24 
December (Christmas eve) to 
set up the Christmas tree. Other 
preconceived idea is that one 
would have to wait until the end 
of Thanksgiving which falls on 24 
November this year. And yet, 
the students switched their 
minds to Christmas as soon 
as Halloween was over. 

HAPPENINGS

NOV 2022

CHRISTMAS EXCITEMENT 
AT FIRST CITY UC
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When asked why the 
decorations were up so early, 
the students remarked that 
they like to associate to things 
that make them happy, and 
Christmas decorations evoked 
those strong feelings of their 
childhood emotions of 
excitement. So, putting up 
those Christmas decorations 
early extended the excitement.



Not many fully understand the 
concept of mental health and often 
associate mental health only with 
mental disorders and psychosocial 
disabilities. The discussion on 
mental health should not just be 
that but also include our 
emotional, psychological, and 
social well-being.

On that premise, the First City UC 
Student Services Department held 
a talk on mental health on 9 Nov 
2022 for more than 150 students 
from the various faculties.

The talk, titled 
"It's OKAY not to be 
OKAY", was conducted 
by First City UC 
Counsellor, Teh Chia Li.

HAPPENINGS

NOV 2022

IT’S OKAY NOT TO BE OKAY - 
A TALK ON MENTAL HEALTH

Chia Li, a quali�ed counsellor with 
quali�cations in psychology and 
professional counselling,  
highlighted to the students all the 
pertinent issues related to mental 
health and discussed with them 
how mental health could determine 
how they handle stress, relate to 
others, and make healthy choices.
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First City UC offers a host of clubs 
and societies for students to dabble 
in new experiences and to spark 
creativity and passion. Students 
need the best in their campus 
lifestyle experience besides their 
best academic experience.

The Student Services Department 
held a recruitment drive at the 
Cafeteria on 15 Nov 2022 for its 
new students to choose the best 
clubs and societies that would 
enable them to explore and nurture 
their personal development. 
Students were spoilt for choices as 
the clubs and societies made 
available to them cover a wide 
range of interest areas.

Various performances that included 
songs, dances, festive drums, and 
cheerleading were held during the 
event to drive memberships for the 
respective clubs and societies.

One of the highlights 
that caught the 
attention of many 
was the Taekwondo 
demonstration by 
the Taekwondo Club. 

HAPPENINGS

NOV 2022

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES FOR 
STUDENTS TO DABBLE IN 
NEW EXPERIENCES

David Khoo Han Siang, an 
alumnus of First City UC who has 
experience participating in two ITF 
World Championships in 2003 and 
2019, was present to support the 
recruitment drive for the Club. He 
led a team of black-belt members, 
demonstrating the techniques of 
self-defence to the excited crowd.
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First City UC Badminton 
Tournament, organised 
by the Badminton Club 
in collaboration with 
Team First City, was 
held from 25 Oct to 
4 Nov 2022 at the 
First City UC 
Badminton Hall.

HAPPENINGS

NOV 2022

After two years of the pandemic 
where an event of this nature 
was put to a halt, the organiser 
was very pleased to see the 
encouraging participation from 
students and staff alike. 

The atmosphere was vibrant, 
energetic, and �lled with competitive 
spirit. It was a great tournament; the 
quality of play was competitive and 
the team spirit displayed was strong.

Men’s Single
Champion - Heng Er Chen
1st Runner-Up - Joshua Lim

Men’s Double
Champion - 
Lim Chun Ping & Heng Er Chen
1st Runner-Up - 
Teh Wee Leon & Ahmad Ziadi

Women’s Single
Champion - Tee Woen Yin
1st Runner-Up - Lim Lee Tong

Mixed Double
Champion - 
Jameson Chin & Tee Woen Yin
1st Runner-Up - 
Lim Chun Ping & Cheong Yong Ling

04 15

BADMINTON 
TOURNAMENT IS BACK 
AFTER A TWO-YEAR HIATUS

The list of winners of 
First City UC Badminton 
Tournament:



HAPPENINGS

NOV 2022

Table tennis is a sport for all. The 
sport brings many positive health 
and �tness bene�ts to the players. 
Table tennis is also one of the 
many favourite sports for 
students of First City UC. 

First City UC Table Tennis Tournament 
was held at the First City UC’s Sports 
Centre on 23 Nov 2022. It was an 
intense tournament where 
the players were all enthusiastic 
vying to be a Champion.
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TABLE TENNIS TOURNAMENT – 
CONGRATULATIONS TO 
ALL WINNERS

Men’s Single
Champion
Pius Hii Lu Keat

1st Runner-Up
Matthias Ong Zi Qian

2nd Runner-Up
Wong Her Seng

4th Place
Yap Dik Xen

Women's Single
Champion
Eunice Chua

1st Runner-Up
Ng Yu Xin

2nd Runner-Up
Lim Joey

4th Place
Gan Zi Xuan

Our heartiest congratulations to the following winners:



There is no better way for 
students than visiting a campus 
before making any decision. 
Students seeing and experiencing 
a campus �rst-hand are providing 
real answers to their own questions 
about environment, programmes, 
quality, and even the look and 
feel of the campus.

HAPPENINGS

NOV 2022

HUA LIAN HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS VISIT FIRST CITY UC
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It is always dif�cult for 
high school students to 
make decisions on 
where to continue their 
tertiary education after 
their graduation. 

This was exactly the aim of the 28 
students from Hua Lian High 
School, Taiping who visited First 
City UC on 29 November 2022. 
They were taken for a short 
campus tour and left impressed by 
the many facilities made available 
to them. They were excited to know 
that First City UC also provides 
on-campus accommodation that 
comes with modern facilities and 
the Sports Centre is right at the 
doorstep of the student residence.  

The students bene�ted and enjoyed 
the two workshops organised 
specially for them by the Faculty of 
Engineering & Computing.



Motorists or commuters travelling 
on the Damansara Link of the SPRINT 
Expressway will �nd it easier to 
locate First City UC campus.

First City UC is located in the 
International Education Hub of 
Bandar Utama. The full-�edged, 
eco-friendly campus is ideally located 
in the vibrant and bustling township 
of Bandar Utama, Petaling Jaya. 

The campus boasts of providing 
students with state-of-the-art 
teaching & learning facilities, 
modern on-campus accommodation 
with 24-hour security, and excellent 
sports and recreational facilities.

HAPPENINGS

NOV 2022
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MOTORISTS ON SPRINT 
EXPRESSWAY NOW FIND 
IT EASIER TO LOCATE 
FIRST CITY UC

With the huge digital 
signage board put up 
on 15 Nov 2022 on the 
SPRINT Expressway, 
First City UC is now 
visible to all motorists 
when they (the 
motorists) travel on 
the busy expressway.



A PEEK AT OUR CAMPUS
OUR CAMPUS ENVIRONMENT

NOV 2022
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First City UC campus environment 
always stays on the top of the list as 
the ideal or preferred environment 
when it comes to students’ choice. 

Our full-�edged, eco-friendly 
campus is in a beautiful serene 
surrounding and this offers students 
a campus or learning environment 
that is truly conducive for them to 
excel in their study.

If safety and security is in the 
mind of students and parents, 
First City UC’s Polis Bantuan is 
around 24/7 to ensure this is not 
compromised. Security service is 
available round the clock for 
students who reside in the modern, 
on-campus Student Residence.

In short, First City UC 
provides a safe, 
nurturing and 
stimulating campus 
environment for students 
to receive the best of 
their higher education.

A healthy mind comes from a 
health body. First City UC’s Sports 
Centre comes with indoor sports 
facilities for popular sports like 
badminton, basketball, volleyball, 
table tennis and dodgeball. There 
is also a big football �eld that can 
cater to all outdoor sports. 




