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I wish to welcome you back to campus for 
the New Year with much excitement. I am 
sure you will have an exciting and 
rewarding time ahead and that First City 
UC will further enrich your learning 
experience in 2023. 

The beginning of a new year is the time to 
make resolutions to achieve what you have 

decisions to do or not to do something. You 
must then set your goals and deadlines and 
take action. Resolutions are meaningless 
without an action plan.

As you work through your resolutions, 
please remember the 3Ps to success: 
Patience, Perseverance and Perfection, and 
success does not come overnight.

I wish to share a relevant quote by Sir 
Winston Churchill, "The pessimist sees 

Happy New Year, and may 
the New Year bring you 
success in your studies and 
happiness in your life.

A NEW YEAR
MESSAGE FROM OUR 
VICE-CHANCELLOR

PROF. DR. SAW SOR HEOH
Vice-Chancellor, First City University College
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Always be optimistic and seize the 
opportunities that come your way. Do not let 

your progress. A new challenge or endeavour 

effort, nothing is impossible.

Let us all welcome the New Year with much 
vigour and enthusiasm and make 2023 an 
exciting and rewarding year for everyone. 



FACULTY OF ENGINEERING & 
COMPUTING (FEC) -  
ALL GEARED FOR THE GLOBAL 
GRADUATES AGENDA

Global graduates are graduates who have 
the required knowledge, skills and attributes 
for them to be part of the workforce of the 
globalising world. This is in addition to having 
the values and attitudes needed to become a 
socially responsible global citizen.

The Faculty of Engineering & Computing 
(FEC) is dedicated to shaping its education 
agenda to produce ‘global graduates’.

For FEC Dean, Assistant Professor Ir. Mah 
Siew Kien, global graduates begin by 
ensuring students receive a well-rounded 
engineering and computing education. For 
a start, FEC puts heavy emphasis on proj-
ect-based learning (PBL) in its curriculum. 
PBL is integrated in the core modules and 
extensively engaged during internships, 
research projects, and laboratory work. 

In area such as future technologies, FEC has 
established close partnerships with some highly 
reputed industry partners. These partnerships have 
witnessed various arrangements in collaborative 
research and sharing of expertise in developmental 
works related to robotics, AI, IoT and sensors. 
These collaborations have also led to the 
setting up of the Future Tech Labs at the faculty. 

Building successful partnership 
with the industry is also another 
key strength of FEC. The faculty 
is reputed to have fostered 
strong industry linkages with 
many industry players in the 

greatly as industry partnerships 
open doors to endless 
opportunities and possibilities. 
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Touching on technology and its related facilities, 
Ir Mah remarked that FEC comes equipped with 
12 engineering labs (8 electrical/electronics 
labs, 3 mechanical engineering labs and 
1 engineering workshop) and 10 computing 
labs capable of catering to the varying learning 

FEC students are privileged to be given the 
opportunity to use Electronic Design Automation 
(EDA) tools such as Mentor Graphics, Cadence 
and Synopsis as part of their learning.

Ir Mah added, “Staying current with technology 
is particularly important in engineering and 
computing education. The programme 
curriculum needs to be regularly updated to 

for the programmes to be future-proof. This is 
especially important when students are actively 
involved in tech-driven collaboration projects.” 

By emphasizing skills and attributes such as 
global communication, critical thinking and 
problem solving, entrepreneurship and innova-
tion, social responsibility, adaptability and 
resilience, FEC can help its students become 
well-rounded ‘global graduates’ who can 
leverage on technology to drive positive 
change in the highly interconnected and 
diverse global environment.
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FEC students are privileged to be given the 
opportunity to use Electronic Design Automation 
(EDA) tools such as Mentor Graphics, Cadence 
and Synopsis as part of their learning.

Ir Mah added, “Staying current with technology 
is particularly important in engineering and 
computing education. The programme 
curriculum needs to be regularly updated to 

for the programmes to be future-proof. This is 
especially important when students are actively 
involved in tech-driven collaboration projects.” 

Besides all the hard skills, 
community engagement is 
also given emphasis at FEC.  
Students are provided 
with real-world experience 
in their engagement with 
the community through 
volunteerism and 
community leadership 
role in ESG activities. 
Students are empowered 
with resources for them 
to contribute to society 
by sharing their talent, 
time, and effort.

By emphasizing skills and attributes such as 
global communication, critical thinking and 
problem solving, entrepreneurship and innova-
tion, social responsibility, adaptability and 
resilience, FEC can help its students become 
well-rounded ‘global graduates’ who can 
leverage on technology to drive positive 
change in the highly interconnected and 
diverse global environment.
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FACULTY OF BUSINESS, 
HOSPITALITY & 
COMMUNICATION (FBHC)
– FUTURE-PROOF 
PROGRAMMES FOR 
FUTURE-PROOF GRADUATES 

He remarked, “For FBHC 
programmes as well as its 
graduates to be future-proof, 
we have to include the latest 
thinking in all our curriculum 
besides ensuring our students 
are equipped with diverse skills 
set and not merely traditional 
skills and competencies.”

In today’s environment where everything 
is fast paced, increasingly global and 
constantly evolving, the programmes 
students enrol in must be future-proof. 
Students also need to be prepared for 
an increasingly disruptive employment 
market. Therefore, besides the 
programmes, the students or graduates 
themselves need to be future-proof. 

In view of the above, the Faculty of 
Business, Hospitality & Communication 
(FBHC) is all geared up to ensure its 
aspirations of having future-proof 
programmes with future-proof graduates 
is attainable. Assoc Prof Dr Lewis Leong, 
Dean of FBHC said that FBHC currently 
offers programmes in three academic 

communication, and as a ‘diverse faculty’, 
FBHC must ensure all its aspirations are 
shared or adopted across the board. 
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This rings true especially for all FBHC’s 
business programmes. New business models 
and different approaches are developing all the 
time in today’s business landscape. Because 
of this, FBHC needs to ensure its business 
programmes are on the cutting edge by having 
a technology-infused business curriculum that is 
laced with the latest business thinking. Students 
will also need to be in tune with the emerging 
trends and the technologies involved. 

For FBHC’s hospitality programmes, the faculty 
has established the Hospitality & Tourism 
Centre (HOT Centre) that comes with excellent 
facilities. The HOT Centre comes equipped with 
Café de One (Training Restaurant), Hotel de 
One (with Mock Hotel Room), Travel de One 
and Kitchen de One (Training Hot Kitchen, 
Cold Kitchen & Pastry Kitchen). These facilities 
will ensure students receive the best of 
hospitality & tourism education and training at 
FBHC. Internship opportunities are widely 
available at the group-owned 4-Star AVANTE 
Hotel and the 5-Star One World Hotel, located 
adjacent to the campus. Students also enjoy 
admission privileges besides many other 
privileges, if they wish to pursue their studies 
further with the Hotel & Tourism Management 
Institute (HTMi) in Switzerland. 

As communication is more diverse than ever 
and with the advances in technology, the mass 
communication programmes at FBHC need to 
be relevant to the ever-changing demands of 
the media and communications industry. On 
that premise, FBHC is revamping the delivery 
of its mass communication programmes. 
A new media and broadcasting centre is in 
the pipeline (expected to be ready by May 
this year) for students to be equipped with 
skills that are needed in the “communication 
careers of the future”. 
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Dr Leong concluded by 

that FBHC is on the right 
track to produce its pool 
of future-proof graduates 
who would be much 
sought-after by the 
industry. As a matter of 
fact, FBHC graduates now 
enjoy an employability 
rate of almost 100%. 
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As communication is more diverse than ever 
and with the advances in technology, the mass 
communication programmes at FBHC need to 
be relevant to the ever-changing demands of 
the media and communications industry. On 
that premise, FBHC will further enhance the 
delivery of its mass communication programmes. 
A new media and broadcasting centre is in 
the pipeline (expected to be ready by May 
this year) for students to be equipped with 
skills that are needed in the “communication 
careers of the future”. 
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AN ALL-ROUND DESIGN 
EDUCATION FROM FACULTY 
OF DESIGN & BUILT 
ENVIRONMENT (FDBE)

The Faculty of Design & Built Environment 
(FDBE) is reputed to be offering an all-round 
design education to all young and aspiring 
designers. With more than two decades of 
excellence in offering the best of British 
design education through previous UK 
franchised degree partnerships, FEC has 
since contextualised this excellence to meet 
local industry needs and expectations.

Besides the modern and well-equipped 
studios and labs (including the iMac Lab 
with industry-relevant software) and the 
machines/equipment such as the 3D printers, 
laser cutter and vacuum forming machine, 
FDBE goes up a notch with its Creative 
Stove which serves as a commercial outlet for 
students to nurture entrepreneurship. There is 
also the White Canvas, an exhibition gallery 
for students to showcase their projects. 

FDBE students have the extra 
edge as they are given every 
opportunity to experiment 
and explore their creativity 
and potential right from the 
start of their programme. 
FDBE has made this possible 
by providing students with 
all the facilities and resources 
for them to learn and grow.
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FDBE Dean Assistant Professor Chua Huwi 
Huwi takes pride that the faculty has strong 
industry linkages, and this facilitates the 
process for industry-based projects to be 
engaged by its students. “Industry-based 
projects allow the students to apply their 
knowledge and skills to actual industrial 

themselves. Such projects create valuable 
experiences for the students,” she remarked. 

An all-round design education produces an 
all-round design student or graduate. FDBE 
students have an exemplary track record in 
coming up with award-winning designs or 
projects. FDBE students shine in the various 
competitions both local and international, 
winning themselves numerous accolades. Among 
the listed major awards include the awards won 
in the International Design Award 2019 (USA), 
OLYMPAC 2019 (Tokyo, Japan), 15th Annual 
International Design Award 2020 and Asia 
Young Designers Award (AYDA 2022). 
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AUSPICIOUS DAY TO START WORK 
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AUSPICIOUS DAY 
TO START WORK 

It was an auspicious day for the 
Management and Staff of First City 
University College to return to the 

of the Chinese New year) after the 
break. It was also a time of joy and 
merriment when they attended the 
See Hoy Chan Holdings Group's 
Chinese New Year Luncheon at the 
Grand Ballroom of AVANTE Hotel 
in Bandar Utama, Petaling Jaya.

Everyone looked resplendent in red 
and in their Chinese New Year 

the air. Besides the sumptuous feast, 
there was excitement everywhere 
when everyone present exchanged 
their auspicious Chinese New Year 
wishes. It was a happy and 
memorable occasion indeed. 

JAN 2023



Wishing everyone “Xin Nian Kuai Le” and 
“Gong Xi Fa Cai”!
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SPM 2022 ‘Cemerlang' Revision Camp was a huge 
success, with participation from more than 440 
students from 33 schools in the Klang Valley.

The camp was a hit among the SPM students as the 
service of two highly experienced teachers, Pn Nor 
Khasimah Binti Abdul Ghalim and Mr Sivakumar 
Ramachindran, were engaged. Both are 
well-known personalities for SPM Bahasa Melayu 
and Sejarah and have an exemplary track record 
in producing high achievers in the two subjects.

The camp, organised by First City 
University College in collaboration 
with StudyMalaysia.com, was 
held at the First City UC campus 
on 14 & 15 January 2023.

SPM 2022 ‘CEMERLANG’ 
REVISION CAMP
– A RUNAWAY SUCCESS
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the opportunity to participate in the various fun and 
interactive activities conducted by the three faculties 
at First City UC, namely, the Faculty of Design & Built 
Environment, Faculty of Engineering & Computing & 
Faculty of Business, Hospitality & Communication.

Students also took the opportunity 
to tour the various learning 
facilities, the galleries, and the 
Student Residence that comes with 
a modern and well-equipped 
Sports Centre. 

the opportunity to participate in the various fun and 
interactive activities conducted by the three faculties 
at First City UC, namely, the Faculty of Design & Built 
Environment, Faculty of Engineering & Computing & 
Faculty of Business, Hospitality & Communication.
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It is a tradition for most people to travel home 
for the Chinese New Year as it is regarded as 
the most important occasion of the year for 
family to gather. Many international students, 
however, do not get a chance to be home with 
their family for the celebration.

To mark the celebration for its international 
student community, the Management and Staff 
of First City UC invited the students to join 
them for a Chinese New Year Luncheon at the 
Grand Ballroom of AVANTE Hotel in Bandar 
Utama, Petaling Jaya on 25 January 2023.  

The invitation was extended 
not just to students from China 
who were not able to travel 
home for the celebration but 
also to students from other 
countries to promote 
intercultural understanding.

CELEBRATING CNY 
AWAY FROM HOME

The students expressed their appreciation for the 
meaningful invitation gesture. To some of them, 

Chinese New Year celebration.    

Yuan Shiyao, a postgraduate student from 
China, remarked that while she missed her 
family a lot during the celebration, the joyous 
gathering at the luncheon helped a lot in 
managing her homesickness. 

Zhang Haochen, a student of the BA (Hons) in 
Accounting & Finance programme, shared the 
same feeling as Shiyao. He thanked First City 
UC for inviting the students to join the luncheon. 
Haochen also made some new friends from 
other nationalities during the luncheon.

For Rakika Tasin, a student of the BA (Hons) in 
Business Management programme, this was her 

read about Chinese New Year but to be part of the 
celebration is an amazing experience,” she said.
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ROUNDTABLE MEETING WITH 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT 
RECRUITMENT AGENTS

Thank you to everyone for taking part in the 
meeting. It was a fruitful meeting, and we look 
forward to working collaboratively with all our 
valued partners. With Quality Education as our 
hallmark and affordability as our attraction, we 
envision an exciting year ahead for our 
international student recruitment in 2023.

In conjunction with First City 
UC's Open Day, a group of 
international student 
recruitment agents visited our 
campus on 14 Jan 2023. The 
visitors and our faculty deans 
held a meeting to discuss 
strategies and chart the way 
forward to a better 
recruitment year in 2023. 
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FIRST CITY UC WELCOMES 
STUDENTS FROM THE 
JAN 2023 INTAKE

During the programme, the 
students were given an 
overview of the complete 
realm of university life, from 
academics to social activities. 

a host of activities was held 
to assist them to acclimatise 
to their new surroundings.

First City UC starts the New Year by 
welcoming its students for the Jan 2023 Intake 
who reported at the campus on 3 Jan 2023.

Starting their tertiary education in a new 
environment can cause much anxiety in the 
heart of the new students. There will be a lot of 
questions playing in their head. To answer all 
these questions, the Student Services Department 
organised the Student Orientation Programme 
prior to the beginning of their classes. 
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Kristy Nguan Kwong Jie, who hails from Sibu, 
Sarawak, was all prepared to join her Diploma 
in Business Administration programme. Kristy 
studied in SMK Chung Hua, Sibu. She could not 
hide her excitement as she has waited for this 
opportunity for months.

Brandon Ong Jia Yang, a former student of 
Paragon International School in Johor Bahru, 
was excited to start his programme. Brandon 
reported for the Jan 2023 Intake together with 
Nicholas Lee Hong whom he met when he 
checked in at the Student Residence. Nicholas 
was formerly a student of SMJK Chan Wa 2, in 
Seremban, Negeri Sembilan. Both Brandon and 
Nicholas are enrolled in the Diploma in Graphic 
Design programme.

Suchita A/P Saravakumar from SMK Bandar 
Sri Damansara has chosen the Diploma in 
Graphic Design as her programme of choice. 
While she was anxious about joining the 
programme, she knew she has made the right 
choice after looking at all the learning modules 

well in her studies.

Sea Jin Ru, who has enrolled herself in the 
Diploma in Interior Design programme, was 
very anxious about what she would learn from 
the programme. She remarked she was 
introduced to join First City UC by a friend who 
is currently studying in the BA (Hons) Interior 
Architecture & Design programme. Jin Ru was 
a student of SMK Yong Peng in Johor.

Welcome to First City UC to all 
our new students. 

JAN 2023
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FAST TRACK SPM 2022 
– IN COLLABORATION WITH 
SMK BANDAR UTAMA 
DAMANSARA (2)

First City University College 
(First City UC) played host to 
120 students of SMK Bandar 
Utama Damansara (2) who 
participated in the "Fast Track 
SPM 2022" programme.

The programme, organised by the Unit 
Kurikulum of the school, aimed at giving the 

upcoming SPM examination. The Pengetua of 
SMK Bandar Utama Damansara (2), Tuan 
Mohd Hijazi Bin Mohd Harawi, was present at 
the event opening. 

In his opening speech, Tuan Mohd Hijazi 
thanked First City UC for collaborating with the 
school to host the programme. He expressed his 
hope there will be more such mutually 
rewarding collaborations in the future. He then 

representative from First City UC.
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STUDENTS GIVE 
THUMBS UP TO 
REVISION CAMP

Our SPM 2022 ‘Cemerlang' Revision 
Camp ended on 15 Jan 2023, and the 
Camp was a runaway success. More than 
470 students from 46 schools participated 
in the two-day event. 

We randomly spoke to some students 
during their break, and we were pleased 
they had all given their thumbs up to our 
initiative. All of them gave similar feedback 

to be fun and rewarding.

We would also like to thank our two highly 
experienced teachers/presenters, Pn Nor 
Khasimah Binti Abdul Ghalim and Mr 
Sivakumar Ramachindran, for their commitment 
and dedication to delivering the revision camp. Pn 
Nor Khasimah and Mr Sivakumar are well-known 
personalities for SPM Bahasa Melayu and Sejarah. 
They have an exemplary track record in producing 
high achievers in the two subjects.

We wish everyone great success in their 
coming SPM. Selamat Maju Jaya!

SMK Tropicana
Connie Chan,
Nyeoh Kai Xuan, 
Chong Jia Xuan, 
Queenie Lee Keryin

SMK Bandar Utama Damansara (4)
Aivan Yap Nair
Muhammad Faez Iskandar
Ch’ng Jia Xuan

SMK (P) Sri Aman
Harsatha Ramtha
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As part of the Orientation 
Programme, a group of new 
students from the January 2023 
Intake took part in the Bandar 
Utama Neighbourhood Tour on 
Saturday, 7 Jan 2023. 

BANDAR UTAMA 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 
TOUR FOR NEW STUDENTS

The Student Services Department organised 
the exciting half-day tour to acclimatize the 
new students to their surroundings outside the 
campus. The tour only involved a small group 
of students of the new intake as the students 
who took part hailed from the different parts 
of the country. Similar tours will be organised 
for all the other students upon request.

Among the main stops were the group-owned 
1 Utama Shopping Centre, Centrepoint 
Bandar Utama and The Club @ Bukit Utama.

The students were visibly impressed by what 
they saw at The Club that included the 
gymnasium, the Olympic-size swimming pool, 
and the tennis and squash courts. All students 
are privileged to use the sports and 
recreational facilities at The Club even though 
First City UC campus already comes with a 
modern and well-equipped Sports Centre. The 

from the campus.
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On 18 January 2023, a group 
of students chose to spend their 
Wednesday afternoon with 
First City UC’s Student Counsellor, 
Teh Chia Li, who conducted a 
goalsetting workshop for them. 
The workshop aimed at assisting 

measurable goals for their 
personal growth and development. 

GOALSETTING 
WORKSHOP FOR STUDENTS

Students must always feel motivated, engaged, and 

them not just as students of First City UC but also in 
life in general. One of the effective ways to keep 
students to stay energised and productive is to 
encourage and guide them to set development 
goals that will keep them moving forward. The students had much fun participating 

in the workshop. It was a rewarding 
afternoon for them. Jayaganesh A/L 
Palanisamy, a student of the Diploma in 
Information Technology programme, 
gave his thumbs-up for the workshop. He 
felt he now knows better how goals can 
be set and how he can effectively work 
towards achieving them.  Jayaganesh’s 
course mate, Wong Zhen Fung, felt the 
same, and he enjoyed himself meeting 
some new friends during the workshop. 
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With the festive Chinese 
New Year mood still in the 
air, students who were back 
on campus after the break 
were thrilled to try their 
hands on ‘Hui Chun’ 
(Chinese Calligraphy).

STUDENTS TRY 
THEIR HANDS ON 
‘HUI CHUN’

Chinese Calligraphy is considered more than 
just a form of decorative art. It is a visual art 
form that reigns supreme over the others. Chinese 
Calligraphy is sometimes more valued than 
painting and sculpture in Chinese culture. It is on 
par with poetry as a means of self-expression.

Students who joined the fun included two 
international students from the Intensive English 
Programme – Nikolai Getmam from Russia and 
Bashar Alwathig from Sudan. While they looked 
stiff with their hands in the beginning, Nikolai 
and Bashar completed the strokes for their 
names in Chinese.

Other students also joined excitedly to try 
their hands at this most appreciated art form 
of Chinese culture. While some tried this for the 

with their strokes of the brush.

JAN 2023
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This exclusive ‘ecosystem’ is 
only possible because First 
City UC was established by 
the First Nationwide Group, 
the owner and developer of 
the Bandar Utama township 
and commercial district in 
Petaling Jaya, Selangor.

STUDY, WORK AND LIVE 
- CHART YOUR FUTURE WITH 
FIRST CITY UC
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First City University College (First City UC) is in the 
best position to offer students an exclusive student 
lifecycle or ‘ecosystem’ where they can choose to 
study, work and live – all in one location. This is to 
say, students can start by pursuing their tertiary 
education at First City UC and upon graduation, 
continue to work and live in the township of 
Bandar Utama in Petaling Jaya.
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The bustling Bandar Utama City Centre (BUCC) 
is currently the location of choice for many 
commercial and business entities as well as 
multinationals. BUCC is also home to the 
group-owned 1 Utama Shopping Centre, 
Centrepoint Bandar Utama, The Club (Bukit 
Utama Golf Resort), and two hotels viz. One 
World Hotel and AVANTE Hotel. There are 

towers within the vicinity of BUCC such as the 
multi-dimensional First Avenue and 1 Tech Park 
which are tagged with the coveted MSC status, 
the 28-storey 1 Powerhouse, IBM Plaza, KPMG 
Tower, and Sri Pentas (Media Prima Group).

In short, students who study at First City UC can 
chart their future right from the outset. They can 
start by pursuing their higher education at their 
institution of choice. When they graduate, they 
can be part of the business community networks 
at BUCC where employment opportunities are 
abundant. Upon gaining their employment, 
they can also choose to reside or live in Bandar 
Utama and be part of the exciting living com-
munity of the township.

It is also for this reason that 
all the programmes currently 
offered at First City UC are 
not only industry-driven but 
they also cater to the needs 
of the many businesses and 
commercial sectors in the 
vicinity of BUCC where First 
City UC is located. 
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